
Abstract: Methodologically connecting at its core the experience-based and interpretation-
based aesthetic approach to popular culture/popular art(s) on one hand and the basis-building 
views of what is called arch-textual thematology on the other, the paper seeks to examine, 
following its particular embodiment, one of the most stable, recurring and probably therefore 
one of the most iconic stock characters – the “tortured artist” stock character. This example of 
a “stereotyped character easily recognized by readers or audiences from recurrent 
appearances in literary or folk tradition” (Baldick, 2008, p. 317) can be – besides other 
principal and distinctive examples such as the “mad scientist”, the “lady/damsel in distress” 
or, let’s say, the “everyman” – witnessed all across culture, including the sub-sphere of popular 
culture, and the arts. The implied cultural significance and “omnipresence” of the “tortured 
artist” stock character can be aptly illustrated by Vincent Van Gogh and not only as a real-life 
tortured artist prototype or even archetype but also as a popular model for numerous and 
various cultural depictions – from poems by Charles Bukowski through the “moving pictures” 
of Loving Vincent to an episode of the well-recognized British TV show Doctor Who.

“What am I in the eyes of most people? A nonentity or an oddity or a disagreeable 

person – someone who has and will have no position in society, in short a little 

lower than the lowest./ Very well – assuming that everything is indeed like that, 

then through my work I’d like to show what there is in the heart of such an oddity, 

such a nobody./This is my ambition,  which is based less on resentment than on 

love in spite of everything, based more on a feeling of serenity than on passion./

Even though I’m often in a mess, inside me there’s still a calm,  pure harmony 



and music . In the poorest little house, in the filthiest corner, I 

see paintings or drawings. And my mind turns in that direction as if with an 

irresistible urge.” 

 

“Van Gogh cut off his ear/gave it to a/prostitute/ 

who flung it away in/extreme/disgust./ 

Van/whores don't want/ears/they want/money. 

/I guess that's why you were/such a great/painter: 

you/didn't understand/much/else 

.” 
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